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MANUFACTURED HOMES (RESIDENTIAL PARKS) AMENDMENT
(POSTPONEMENT) REGULATION

Disallowance of Statutory Instrument

. MrKING (Kurwongbah—ALP) (5.39 pm): | rise this evening to express my disappointment, but
sadly not my surprise, that the LNP has put the interests of manufactured home park owners over the
rights and wellbeing of the often vulnerable people who live in these parks by delaying Labor's
amendments to this legislation. As | have said before in this House, over the years | have heard many
complaints about, and had meetings over, manufactured home parks—about poor upkeep of park
facilities, poor communication with residents, unfair rent increases and confusion about site
agreements, especially on exiting parks. Sadly, it is often for health reasons that residents leave
manufactured home parks, because they simply cannot live independently any longer. Imagine being
an age pensioner and told by your doctor that you need to go into care. You have to sell your
manufactured home to pay the aged-care bond, but no-one wants to buy it because the park owner
cannot be bothered fixing potholes, painting the facilities or trimming overgrown trees, and because
deciphering what is actually in the site agreement is too confusing.

Under Labor leadership, we brought in changes last year to solve these problems. We capped
rent increases and put a ban on dodgy market rent reviews. We made it unappealing for park owners
to sabotage sales while continuing to collect rent from park residents who had gone into care or even
from families of residents who had died. In fact, we put park owners on notice that if a resident could
not sell up in 12 months then the park owner may need to buy the home back, in recognition that sales
should not be hard in good parks, and we introduced compulsory park comparison documents for
transparency. We acknowledged that some of our reforms might take more time to implement, so we
gave park owners until June to get their affairs in order. Then the LNP pushed them back for their big-
business mates.

We are here debating this today because the LNP want to push back our solutions further. They
want to push back compulsory maintenance plans that give certainty and comfort to park residents.
They want to push back achieving consistency in site agreements and simplifying them, taking
advantage of residents who signed up on bad ones.

I am not suggesting that all park owners try to rip off their residents—of course there are some
great owners out there—but we cannot forget that there was an evidence basis for making the changes
Labor introduced last year. There were—and there are—park owners taking advantage of residents
right across the state, putting profits before people. We did a huge amount of consultation on our
changes and heard from thousands of residents in hundreds of parks. Now the LNP want to talk about
it again. Why? | hope it is not to wind back these changes.

I said before that manufactured homebuyers take a different level of risk to most homebuyers
when they invest in their home. Itis our job to make sure they are protected from park owners on power
trips. Improving the balance of power and clarifying rights and responsibilities of owners and residents
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will also free up the resources of QCAT, where aggrieved home owners are spending years waiting for
verdicts after prosecuting their perceived breaches in complicated site agreements. This is a time in
their lives when residents, particularly the ones in my area, should be putting their feet up and enjoying
life instead of worrying about these issues.

| will conclude with a shout-out to one of the toughest home owner committees | reckon you will
find anywhere—the team at Burpengary Pines, especially Lyn, Bruce and Barb, who have been fighting
the good fight for many years. They deserve better than these LNP delays. For the residents of
Burpengary Pines and the residents in the neighbouring Riverbend, | hope the postponement regulation
is disallowed.
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®e Mr KING (Kurwongbah—ALP) (9.05 pm): This evening | rise to talk about transport matters in my
electorate, in particular the level crossing at Mackie Road in Narangba. This level crossing is
sandwiched between four council roads—Mackie Road, Mumford Road, Main Street and Burpengary
Road. Awkwardly, these intersections also mark the boundaries of two City of Moreton Bay council
divisions representing the residents of Narangba—divisions 2 and 11. | also want to congratulate our
very newly elected councillor for division 11, Ellie Smith, who was declared the winner of a by-election
earlier this month. | know that this crossing is on Ellie’s radar, and | hope that means we will see money
in council’s next budget committed to solving this problem.

It is important to be clear about the responsibilities of different levels of government, and | hope
the Minister for Transport is listening or watching because his disgracefully politically charged answer
to a question on notice | asked him about this crossing suggests he might not be sure of the different
levels and what they do. The state government via Queensland Rail and the Department of Transport
and Main Roads has responsibility for the train lines, train stations and level crossings. We could close
the level crossing. That is what we could do. In fact, | think that is what we should do, and | think we
should do it as soon as possible. Any local road is the responsibility of local council. If a local road
needs upgrading or an alternative local road needs to be built, that is the responsibility of council.

Council has been talking about solutions for the Mackie Road crossing traffic problem for at least
a decade. It has never approached me as the local member or government to help fund it, in my
recollection. A possible Narangba East overpass is costed at $169 million in council plans for 2031-2036
and upgrading the intersection of Boundary and Narangba roads to traffic lights and the capacity of the
bridge there to carry heavy traffic has been costed by council at over $10 million with the same
timeframe—2031 at the earliest.

On the other hand, new residential developments have been approved by council throughout
Narangba and surrounds and new shops are planned right next to this dangerous intersection. The
developers have not been told to wait until 2031 to build the houses. The people moving there have not
been told to wait until 2031 to drive on our roads. Parents have not been told to wait until 2031 to enrol
their kids in the school off Mumford Road or the kindy on Mackie Road. It has not been suggested to
local seniors that they wait at least until 2031 to move into the local aged-care facility otherwise any
family on the other side of the rail line will not have time to visit them.

| am calling on the council to act now. Hurry up and build a way around the level crossing or
upgrade Boundary Road. It is too dangerous to wait until 2031. There will be accidents and someone
could die. To the transport minister | say once again: | do not want to upgrade this level crossing; | want
it closed.
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@, Mr KING (Kurwongbah—ALP) (2.36 pm): | rise today to say a bit more about the level crossing
at Mackie Road in Narangba and the adjacent local government intersections. 1 note the transport
minister confirmed in his answer to question on notice No. 1099 that he has no intention of attending a
town hall meeting in Narangba to hear locals’ concerns—a town hall meeting that the LNP federal
member Terry Young said to our local hero petition organiser, Haley Riches, that he would organise
and that he would get his state mate Minister Mickelberg along to. Why did Terry Young promise this
meeting? Was it just the LNP member for Longman paying lip-service to try to win votes for his LNP
mate Dean Clements in the recent council by-election? | think so.

Not only was the minister’s answer to my question on notice late; it was also full of palitical rubbish
trying to disguise the fact that the minister will not be coming to Terry's town hall meeting, although |
am sure Narangba locals would really appreciate the visit as we could talk more about buses from
Narangba Valley High on Wednesdays as well. Maybe it would not be so hard to cop this disdainful
political nonsense as a deliberate snub to my community if the minister had not also completely missed
the point about this level crossing. Indeed, the minister told me in his response that his department told
him that | have never asked for an upgrade to the level crossing ‘despite those community concerns’.
He admonished me. Why on earth would we want to upgrade one of the most problematic level
crossings in South-East Queensland? | do not want it upgraded. As | said in my speech last night, |
want it closed.

The problem is that local commuters need another way to get across the railway line, and finding
that solution is the responsibility of council—in this case the City of Moreton Bay. As | also said last
night, council have aiready costed some solutions but, sadly, they are yet to put a dollar in their budget.
Nor has the council put forward a proposal to the state for co-funding, although | note that in its new
City of Tomorrow document the council has identified the Mackie Road open level crossing as a top
priority and articulated a desire to the work with the state on planning.

| would say to the council that there is no such thing as a free ride—although you can get one for
50 cents, thanks to Labor, on public transport—and council will need to put its money where its mouth
is to deliver for its ratepayers on roads. If the minister wants me to ask for money for the level crossing,
well, here goes: Minister, show us the money for the Narangba level crossing! Perhaps the minister
could proactively indicate to council a value that the government could contribute to the cause, because
| reckon that question is coming. There has been huge population growth in and around Narangba. |
am keen to work with council, and hopefully the federal government too, to improve traffic outcomes for
locals at these Narangba bottlenecks. Let’s be clear about this: if the state says ‘no deal’, we will make
sure locals know that it was the LNP that said no.
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HEAVY VEHICLE NATIONAL LAW AMENDMENT BILL

&,  MrKING (Kurwongbah—ALP) (6.06 pm): | rise to speak this evening on the Heavy Vehicle
National Law Amendment Bill 2025. | was the previous chair of the transport committee for many years
and | concur with the current chair that reviewing the Heavy Vehicle National Law is a fun time, and
no-one should dare put it down because we love it; don’t we, Chair?

Mr McDonald: We love it.

Mr KING: We do. | will start by summarising what the bill does. It brings in a requirement for heavy
vehicle operators to have a safety management system—SMS—in Queensiand. It is recommended at
the national level, but it has not been a legal requirement for accreditation here until now. An SMS will
include a risk assessment and an outline of how risks will be monitored and controlled. It might also
include safety training, communication, performance monitoring and reporting, among other things, all
to keep our truck drivers and other road users safe.

The bill also introduces a duty to be fit to drive, to complement the existing duty not to drive
fatigued. Currently, the dual duties apply to drivers of heavy vehicles over 12 tonnes. The bill extends
that requirement to all heavy vehicle drivers. The bill simplifies the process to make new codes of
practice, reducing double handling by shifting responsibility for development and approval to the
national regulator.

The bill legislates new ministerial direction and approval powers in response to other changes
that balance regulatory discretion and ministerial oversight, along with changes to governance
arrangements to modernise the operation of the regulator board and allow responsible ministers to
approve a statement of expectations for the regulator. The bill introduces new measures to make fatigue
or impairment management record keeping easier and enables applications for alternative compliance
accreditation where operators can prove they are doing things a little bit differently without
compromising driver or road safety. Finally, the bill amends some offence penalty amounts to be more
proportionate to outcomes and moves some functions of the existing act into the regulations to improve
flexibility when administrative or descriptive changes are required.

For the benefit of anyone not familiar with heavy vehicles—and | think the minister raised it
before—they are defined as having a gross mass of over 4); tonnes. We are talking about semitrailers,
big freight trucks, road trains, buses, vehicle carriers, livestock vehicles and mobile cranes. Anyone
driving those vehicles comes under these rules.

We have a lot of heavy vehicles on local roads out my way, with a huge amount of housing
development going on. | will digress a bit to say that most of that housing work was started under the
former state Labor government. | know that the LNP likes to say, ‘There's a new house,’ but
Queenslanders are smarter than that. Anyone who has built a house, especially since COVID, knows
it takes more than a year. The availability of workers and resources, which are often transported to
development sites by heavy vehicles, is a big part of that. | thank our heavy vehicle drivers and our
truckies for the essential work they do. | will not use the same slogan the chair used, but | do endorse
it. They work very hard in the pipeline of delivering more homes for Queenslanders.
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I also give a shout-out to all our bus drivers. | have the headquarters of Kangaroo Bus Lines,
owned by the Webster family, at Burpengary in my electorate. | have had the pleasure of visiting there
many times to see the work they do, particularly when we rolled out the tap-and-go technology for credit
cards and phones on buses and in the development of electric buses. | also have Thompson Bus
Services in the south of my electorate, based in Joyner.

Being part of the committee that examined this legislation, | heard from a large range of
stakeholders during the inquiry, from peak transport industry organisations to members of the public. |
thank our parliamentary committee team for the usual exemplary work they do. It is always excellent,
so thank you. | thank everyone who shared their experiences with us and | thank the committee
members.

| note the contributions from regional operators about the unique chalienges drivers face in North
Queensland and in remote and regional parts of our state. The chair mentioned a couple. One that
resonated with me is that under fatigue laws you have to stop after a certain time. They said that on
some of those dirt roads out west and long roads in the north you can be just half an hour or an hour
from your depot, yet you have to take a break when you are that close. We took the need for flexibility
on board. That is the sort of thing they work on to make it easier and safer for our truck drivers.

The amendments put forward in this bill were recommended by the National Transport
Commission in consultation with other states and territories. For a national law and a national regulator
to work, there cannot be inconsistencies with state laws. These amendments enable the national
regulator to do more of the job that it was set up to do, prioritising road safety not just in Queensland
but across the country. Our committee recommended that the bill be passed and | will be supporting its
passage.

Shane_King-Kurwongbah-20251030-762170505938.docx Page 2 of 2



