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ADJOURNMENT

Kurwongbah Electorate, Crime

@« MrKING (Kurwongbah—ALP) (9.00 pm): | rise tonight to wholeheartedly thank the legendary
members of our Queensland Police Service who have become a regular and welcome presence around
our Narangba Valley shops. | am proud to have supported the recent Coffee with a Cop events at
Stellarossa Narangba and Valley Coffee, where many conversations have been struck up with locals
and an eye kept on the students from the nearby high school where many kids are stranded waiting for
buses on Wednesdays when they finish early. | know that those hardworking QPS members are keen
for Translink to come to the party with new bus times to transport these students home, as are school
staff, parents and Kangaroos Bus Lines. | will come back to that in a minute.

Since the election of the LNP government over a year ago, my office has received more
complaints about crime—not just youth crime, though it is definitely in the mix—than in any other year
| can recall during my time as a member of this place. | am sure the Premier is desperately hoping that
it is the sole result of population growth and, to be fair, there is a lot of that in my patch. As | have
mentioned before in this place, | have seen for myself that it is not a reflection of the local police, who
have always worked hard and continue to do so, so it begs the question: why has Premier Crisafulli not
fixed the crime problem as he promised to do over a year ago? Is it because, no matter how hard the
police work, there will always be crime? Is it because, no matter how hard the police work, there will
always be parents who could and should keep a better eye on their children? Is it because, no matter
how hard the police work, there will always be people with substance abuse issues, with difficult
behavioural diagnoses or with not a lot of hope in their lives?

Labor values favour early intervention and prevention programs, and crime rates were coming
down in the maijority of areas under our former government—and we counted all of the categories. The
LNP talked a big talk: they were going to get so many more police officers and they were going to sort
out the kids at risk of offending behaviours with specialist schools and camps. But not everyone wants
to be a police officer, and we know that the LNP is not big on immigration. We might be lucky to hold
on to all of the teachers we have in schools now if the LNP can negotiate with the QTU for a positive
outcome through a pay rise and the EBA. | have put forward the argument that in my electorate we
would have a little less crime and a little less intimidation in our Narangba Valley community if the high
school bus issue could get sorted out. That is just one meaningful thing we could do. | reckon it would
be a lot cheaper than locking up a kid who falls into a life of crime just because they could not get home
after school.

The ball is in the court of the transport minister. He knows the issue. Instead of politically charged
responses, he could just sort out the problem. In my community, Kangaroo Bus Lines—

A government member interjected.

Shane_King-Kurwongbah-20251118-095195729942.docx Page 1 of 2



Mr KING: This issue, for whoever said that, has only been going for about six months. Kangaroo
Bus Lines, Narangba Valley State High School, local businesses and all of the community want this to
happen. It just seems to be Translink and the minister who runs Translink that is holding up the issue.
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QUEENSLAND BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION COMMISSION AND OTHER
LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

@« MrKING (Kurwongbah—ALP) (12.37 pm): | rise today to speak on the Queensland Building and
Construction Commission and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2025. It is a bill that our committee,
the State Development, Infrastructure and Works Committee, inquired into. At the outset | would like to
thank the committee for our work. We did not agree on everything, but we did a lot of work on this and
it is appreciated.

While | take issue with the first line of the minister’s press release about the bill, which refers to
improving safety in the building and construction industry—and | will come back to that—I do support
modernising the licensing system for tradies to remove barriers for the QBCC and Queensland
tradespeople to utilise digital technology platforms. For those who did not know, | am a licensed
electrician, so | know how convenient it will be for us electricians and other tradies to access QBCC
licences and other related documents on our phones, just like it is convenient for Queenslanders to
access their driver's licence digitally—an initiative Labor introduced to this state. Of course, | am very
happy to see the LNP handing in Labor’s homework again on these progressive reforms—reforms we
did the groundwork for when we were in government. It is good to see it happening.

The QBCC has a big job, especially in these times of unprecedented growth across our state. It
oversees the licensing frameworks for building, plumbing and drainage trades, contractors, building
certifiers, pool safety inspectors and some fire safety work, along with other functions including dispute
resolution and the Queensland Home Warranty Scheme. | want to pause here to say how disappointing
it is when we hear stories from constituents who have had faulty work done and tried to do the right
thing by allowing the contractor time to rectify, only to find that they have gone out of business and the
home owner has missed the deadline to make a claim. | look forward to seeing whether recent changes
in communication by the QBCC with customers who are covered by the scheme will help those home
owners better understand their rights and the timeframes that apply in accessing this insurance.

I will now move on to the parts of the bill that deal with safety notifications, and | am all for cutting
red tape—except when we could be risking lives. That is why the Labor members in our parliamentary
committee expressed grave concern in our statement of reservation about reducing a legal requirement
for QBCC licensees to notify both the QBCC and Workplace Health and Safety Queensland or the
Electrical Safety Office, in some cases, about serious notifiable safety incidents.

Reducing this legal requirement to a memorandum of understanding so that agencies will just
talk to each other will not make workplaces safer. | am sure all of us have heard stories from our
electorates about cases where government departments should have talked to each other but did not,
leading to poor outcomes for our constituents. The minister went on about paperwork duplication and
that this is cutting that down, but to me the department could not satisfactorily answer why it cannot just
be an email—sending a copied email, pushing one button. | really think it is that simple. We are rightly
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worried that these safety processes will be weakened by this change—a change that does remove the
statutory reporting obligation with offences punishable under the law. The fact that the result will be a
weaker regulatory environment is a worry.

This view was also expressed to the committee during our inquiry by Michael Garrels, the father
of Jason Garrels, who devastatingly lost his life in a work incident in Clermont in 2012. Jason was only
20 years old. | just want to tell a little bit of Jason's story because it led to the then Labor government
that | was proud to be part of bringing in the dual notification safeguard in 2017. Jason took a job on a
townhouse construction site working for a builder as a labourer. There had been a lot of rain on the site.
Jason trusted his boss to fix it all up after an inspector from Workplace Health and Safety Queensland
had visited the site just 13 days earlier and issued the builder with urgent improvement notices. This
inspection was in response to an anonymous complaint about safety concerns on the site.

On the day Jason was electrocuted, the ambulance vehicle—a four-wheel drive built for the
country—could only get to within 100 metres of him because of the poor state of the worksite.
Paramedics found it impossible to transport their equipment to Jason, causing further delays in
potentially life-saving treatment, and the site workers had to push the ambulance out of the mud as it
left.

The QBCC was not notified until months later—that is the issue; the reporting needs to be quick—
which meant it could not take any immediate action such as suspending the contractor’s licence.
Frighteningly, a safety audit conducted on the Clermont site before power was switched back on found
numerous examples of life-threatening faulty work, so it is upsetting when the LNP refers to a reduction
in reporting requirements as streamlining because | reckon the possibility of saving a life is worth the
few extra minutes burden of sending two notices or emails in case of a serious workplace safety
incident.

As we know, in the past five years the QBCC has acted on over 900 safety notifications, with 26
show cause notices issued and five licences cancelled due to serious safety breaches. This proves that
incident notifications directly lead to disciplinary action. This government has form in combining good
reform—often those it has copied from Labor—with policy that just does not pass the pub test. In this
case | fully support the efficiencies and increased responsiveness we will gain in transforming the
experience of Queenslanders who interact with the QBCC with digital options. | do not support making
workplace health and safety weaker. Every year on 28 April Workers’ Memorial Day is held in Brisbane.
I go along and talk to the families and listen to their stories. | hope that we do not hear of another death
next year for the sake of sending another email.
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PRIVATE MEMBERS' STATEMENTS

Copper Theft

. Mr KING (Kurwongbah—ALP) (2.58 pm): | rise today to talk about the dangers and the cost to
our community of copper theft. | was chair of the Transport and Resources Committee which held an
inquiry into scrap metal theft, including copper, during the last parliament. We investigated a lot of
aspects of copper theft. During a meeting with Energex, they said millions of dollars were being lost
annually because of streetlighting copper theft and stealing from substations. As | have said in this
House before, the risk to electricity supply and to human safety when earthing conductor and live cables
are being ripped out—it is terrifying to me as an electrician to imagine what could happen one day.

During our committee’s public hearings we heard from electrical contractors, developers and
councils footing huge bills to restore floodlights at sports facilities where thieves had stripped the copper.
In my electorate, sadly, this has happened a couple of times at the Harris Avenue sports precinct in
Narangba—a venue the Premier knows. It is where he announced on 30 May last year that he would
‘pe taking legislative action against metal theft in this state’. As we know, the LNP loves handing in our
homework, because the day before the then opposition leader visited my electorate the then Labor
attorney-general put out a press release supporting six out of seven of our committee’s
recommendations.

To recap: the then Leader of the Opposition and some of his friends came to my electorate to
announce they would be doing the same thing our committee recommended and our government had
agreed to. They said at the time, ‘No more reviews, no more talkfests. It's time to legistate.’ | am asking
the Premier and his friends, on behalf of the sports teams he spoke to and all of my other clubs, to
honour the commitment they made to my electorate. Tell us when we can expect this LNP government
to ‘give the police the teeth they need’. | know the City of Moreton Bay mayor, Peter Flannery, is keen
to hear, as he is still waiting for the solutions that were promised.

| also note an Instagram reel back in May 2024 about what $20 million lost to copper theft from
Energy Queensland could do for sporting clubs. Premier, for $2 million we can finish the Harris Avenue
sporting precinct upgrade, Narangba Eagles soccer can have their own clubhouse, and Narangba
Demons baseball can have their own clubhouse as well. Premier, | agree. It is time to legislate to cut
copper theft. There is only one sitting week left. Tell us, is this another broken promise or are you going
to do it?
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JUSTICE, INTEGRITY AND COMMUNITY SAFETY COMMITTEE; REPORT

Motion to Take Note; Report No. 17

@, MrKING (Kurwongbah—ALP) (3.42 pm): | rise today to speak to the Justice, Integrity and
Community Safety Committee’s report No. 17, Oversight of the Office of the Queensland Integrity
Commissioner. The report summarises the committee’s oversight into the Office of the Queensland
Integrity Commissioner for the 2023-24 financial year. | note the chair’s acknowledgement for the
volume of work that was conducted in this time period under the then Labor government.

For those who do not know here is what the Office of the Queensland Integrity Commissioner
does: it provides confidential advice on ethics and integrity issues to ministers, members of parliament,
ministerial chiefs of staff, senior public servants and statutory officeholders; it provides advice to the
Premier where requested on standards settings for ethics or integrity issues—I will come back to this
point. The Office of the Queensland Integrity Commissioner maintains the Queensland lobbying register
and has responsibility for registering lobbyists. It promotes public awareness on integrity issues and
provides education and training to government representatives, opposition representatives and
registered lobbyists about lobbying regulation in Queensiand.

After a year in the job it does not seem like the Premier and his ministers have availed themselves
much of the QIC’s ability to provide advice on standard settings for ethics and integrity. If they had,
perhaps | would not be hearing from concerned Queenslanders asking why they do not have cheaper
energy, rego, groceries or petrol—

Mrs FRECKLINGTON: Mr Deputy Speaker, | rise to a point of order on relevance in relation to
the report that we are discussing in the chamber today.

Mr KING: | draw your attention to the Speaker’s ruling in question time yesterday. The health
minister's answer to the opposition minister was challenged but it was ruled in order because the
minister was talking about a body; in that case | believe the Royal College of Surgeons was mentioned.
| am talking about the body that is the Office of the Queensiand Integrity Commissioner, which is the
subject of this report and their functions.

Mr HUNT: Mr Deputy Speaker, | rise to reinforce the point of order on relevance. | was the chair
of the committee. The committee report does not deal with these subjects. Just because we mentioned
the word ‘integrity’ it does not open up a wide range of things for the opposition to talk about.

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Furner): | will seek some advice. Member for Kurwongbah, despite
the fact the report is on the Integrity Commissioner, if you can draw the parallel between your comments
around something that occurred in question time to the report that would be helpful for the House.

Mr KING: | will move on. | have a professional interjector over there, the member for Nanango,
so we will move on.

Mrs Frecklington interjected.

Shane_King-Kurwongbah-20251120-016440087370.docx Page 1 of 2



Mr KING: | am not taking your interjections by the way! Over its first year in respect of integrity,
we have seen the LNP promise a top job to a hardworking doctor and then backflip on that commitment.
Will we see that in the next report?

Mr HUNT: Mr Deputy Speaker, | rise to a point of order on relevance. That is not in the report. He
is deliberately being disorderly by straying into areas that have nothing to do with the inquiry.

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Kurwongbah, once again, | ask you to remain relevant to
the report. | have given you some latitude.

Mr KING: 1 will. | know it is difficult for the LNP to hear about integrity. They did talk a lot about it
when they were in opposition. Hopefully they will learn something from the report about the functions
of the office that is available to educate ministers and members about integrity, provide advice on how
to put integrity first in the running of government, as well as how to restore and maintain public
confidence in the government’s integrity because the pub test is a real thing.

I will conclude with my thanks to everyone at the Office of the Queensland Integrity Commissioner
for the valuable work they did in 2023-24, the work they have done since and the work they will continue
to do to keep integrity at the forefront of government. | commend the report to the House.
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