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Acknowledgement To Country 

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the lands, seas, skies and waterways from across 

Queensland. We pay our respect to the Elders, past, present and emerging, for they hold the memories, 

traditions, the culture and hopes of Aboriginal peoples and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 

 

The Housing Crisis 

The housing crisis is best explained as an imbalance between a rapidly increasing quantity of housing 

demanded and a lagging behind supply of housing. This is the primary cause of the rapid increase in house 

prices and rent prices as displayed in the graph below. 

 

  

Data sourced by the Australian Bureau of Statistics 

It has been argued that high inflation and weak wage growth in 2022-2023, increasing wealth inequality and 

corporate landlord-driven market concentration have exacerbated the effects of the housing crisis on 

working class Australians, increasing homelessness and declining home ownership. 

 

 

300000.0

350000.0

400000.0

450000.0

500000.0

550000.0

600000.0

650000.0

700000.0

750000.0

300

350

400

450

500

550

600

J
u

n
-2

0
1

8

S
e

p
-2

0
1

8

D
e

c
-2

0
1

8

M
a

r-
2

0
1

9

J
u

n
-2

0
1

9

S
e

p
-2

0
1

9

D
e

c
-2

0
1

9

M
a

r-
2

0
2

0

J
u

n
-2

0
2

0

S
e

p
-2

0
2

0

D
e

c
-2

0
2

0

M
a

r-
2

0
2

1

J
u

n
-2

0
2

1

S
e

p
-2

0
2

1

D
e

c
-2

0
2

1

M
a

r-
2

0
2

2

J
u

n
-2

0
2

2

S
e

p
-2

0
2

2

D
e

c
-2

0
2

2

M
a

r-
2

0
2

3

J
u

n
-2

0
2

3

S
e

p
-2

0
2

3

D
e

c
-2

0
2

3

M
a

r-
2

0
2

4

J
u

n
-2

0
2

4

S
e

p
-2

0
2

4

D
e

c
-2

0
2

4

M
a

r-
2

0
2

5 M
e

d
ia

n
 P

ri
c
e

 o
f 

E
s
ta

b
lis

h
e

d
 H

o
u

s
e

 T
ra

n
s
fe

rs

M
e

d
ia

n
 W

e
e

k
ly

 R
e

n
t 
P

ri
c
e

s

Rent Prices and House Prices



   

3 

Policy Options 

Taking the aforementioned problems into account, we are now looking closely at approaches being tried 

elsewhere and some new ideas beyond that. We want your feedback on which policy options are worth 

pursuing here and which ones concern you the most. The policy options fall into a few groups: 

Renter protections 

1. Ending no-grounds evictions — removing a landlord's ability to end a tenancy without stating a reason. 

2. Capping annual rent increases to inflation — rather than leaving the size of an increase unlimited. 

3. A portable bond scheme — letting renters transfer a bond between properties instead of funding two 

bonds at once during a move. 

Boosting supply 

4. A dedicated Build-to-Rent program for key workers — direct investment in rental housing for nurses, 

teachers and police. 

5. Pattern books with fast-track approvals — pre-approved home designs that cut approval times 

dramatically. 

6. Pre-sale finance guarantees — government-backed guarantees that help apartment and affordable-

housing projects secure construction finance sooner. 

7. Modern/modular construction methods — recognising prefabricated building in law to build homes 

faster and cheaper. 

8. State-led planning and upzoning — using state, not just council, planning powers to unlock land for 

low- and mid-rise housing near transport. 

9. Affordable housing requirements — requiring a share of affordable homes in significant developments 

or land releases. 

10. Rebates for granny flats / secondary dwellings — financial incentives to build small secondary homes 

on existing residential blocks. 

Tax and cost settings 

11. Land tax concessions for affordable housing — reduced land tax for build-to-rent or affordable housing 

projects. 

12. Stamp duty relief for downsizers — reducing the cost for older homeowners to move into smaller 

homes, freeing up larger homes for families. 

13. Cracking down on hidden strata manager commissions — reducing costs passed on to apartment 

owners. 

14. An empty homes tax — a levy on properties left vacant for extended periods, to encourage owners to 

rent or sell. 

Regulation of short-term letting 

15. A state-wide short-term letting register and code of conduct — consistent rules for Airbnb-style 

properties, rather than council-by-council regulation. 
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Conclusion 

Whilst increasing the supply of housing will ultimately be central to resolving the housing crisis, it is 

important to consider the several different factors contributing to the problem such as cost-of-living 

pressures, wealth inequality, and investor concentration in the housing market. Therefore, no single policy 

will be enough, rather, a combination of different measures will be needed to address the housing crisis 

effectively. 

 

Tell us what you think 

We would like to know which of these possible policy options you think would be the most effective and 

what's missing. You can let us know your thoughts by scanning the QR code below or visiting the link: 

https://King4Kurwongbah.wixforms.com/f/7482608049912284218  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alternatively, you can email or call us at: 

Email: Kurwongbah@parliament.qld.gov.au 

Phone: 07 3448 9100 

 

 

https://king4kurwongbah.wixforms.com/f/7482608049912284218
mailto:Kurwongbah@parliament.qld.gov.au

