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P«  MrKING (Kurwongbah—ALP) (3.42 pm): | rise today to speak to the Local Government, Small

Business and Customer Service Committee's report No. 4, Inquiry into volunteering in Queensland. |
acknowledge the amazing amount of work that has gone into this inquiry across some 15 public
hearings around Queensland. | thank the more than 500 stakeholders who took the time to make a
submission. It is staggering, though not surprising, to hear the committee's finding that, based on
2022-23 figures, volunteering in Queensland returns around $117 billion to our economy every year.
There are more statistics that the committee highlighted. In the 2022-23 period an estimated 64.3 per
cent of Queenslanders, or 2.8 million people, volunteered. These Queenslanders gave approximately
719 million hours of their time in volunteering, and for every dollar invested in volunteering $4.70 was
returned.

I will take a moment to give a shout-out to the awesome volunteers across my electorate of
Kurwongbah who are doing their bit to make Queensland a stronger, more social, more civic and more
prosperous place to live. These awesome volunteers include our hardworking P&Cs, sports club
executives, the volunteers at Park Run—and | give a special shout-out to the Petrie Park Run, where
we recently celebrated 10 years—and the Moreton Bay Meals on Wheels team. | love going out on
guest driver days at Meals on Wheels. They really do make a difference every day for so many locals.

| also give a shout-out to all the scouts and guides groups in my patch where the volunteering
ethos has been passed down through generations of scouts and guides families. | have been a strong
supporter of these organisations since my election to parliament. | am always proud to help them out
with donations and by attending their events.

| want to thank the volunteers in our CWA groups who can always be relied on for a scone and
a sandwich at local events like the Pine Rivers Show. They taught me a valuable lesson that you do
not take jams to a CWA event as a raffle prize. They make better jams themselves, as they let me know
in no uncertain terms. | thank local progress and community associations for identifying the local issues
and lobbying for improvements in our suburbs. | give a shout-out also to the new Moreton Bay Women's
Shed on the edge of my electorate in Lawnton, a great new group for our community.

From the locals who join Lions and Rotary clubs, Probus and Zonta, RSL and RAAF to the local
businesses that put up their hands to serve on chambers of commerce, the number of unpaid voluntary
hours they give in service of communities is so appreciated. To our JPs, Cdecs, our volunteers in church
groups and community activists that run The Man Walks and Silver Fox Initiatives | say: thank you for
your service. For those who volunteer with the SES and rural firies—and my wife was one for many
years—I say: thank you for putting your life on the line for Queenslanders. | am hopeful this report will
bring further changes to assist them in their activities.

I know that this report recognises the decline in Queenslanders volunteering their time and | am
sure we can all see this in our electorates—schools that cannot fill P&C positions, seniors groups
disbanded when essential volunteers fall ill for long periods, sport clubs in decline due to rising costs of
insurance and fees, and fewer drivers doing more and more runs for Meals on Wheels. | am not on the
committee that conducted this inquiry, but | am grateful for the work of our colleagues. | do, however,
echo the concerns expressed by the Labor committee members in the statement of reservation that
this inquiry, and indeed the LNP government before the inquiry was initiated, failed to consider the work
Labor had already done in developing a Queensland Volunteering Strategy and Action Plan. If the LNP
are not handing in our homework, they are reinventing the wheel.

Volunteers need to be supported in far more practical ways. | hope the government has the grace
and fortitude to do this when it responds to what are some pretty disappointingly lacklustre
recommendations. The government could do a lot more to support volunteers instead of looking like a
bunch of snollygosters.
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